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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

The unique manifestation ofSrimanNarayana asNarasimha has been extolled by our great
sages and acharyas. Born out ofa pillar neitherman nor beast, yet combining in Himselfboth
aspects, this avatara ofthe Lord amply illustratesHis supremacy and transcendence. To the devout,
this God offerocious form is themost alluringonewhose compassion and love defy description. Sri

Koorattalwan (Sri VatsankaMisra) in one ofhisworks expatiate on his gracefiil man-lion combina-
tion and emergence from a pillar and other extraordinary featureswhich proclaim His paratva or all-

transcending glory. There is no incarnation ofthe Lord in which the Lord's immanence and tran-
scendence both shine forth simultaneously as inHisNarasimha avatara.

Among the great shrines dedicated to Sri Narasimhaswarni, Ahobilamoccupies a pro-emi-

nent place. This religious centreofgreat antiquity also lcnown as Singavel Kunram in ancient Tamil

classics ismentioned inmany puranas like Kurma,Padma andVishnu.According to the Brahmanda

purana, this place was once the haunt ofHiranyakasipu who was slain by Sriman Narayanain his
Narasimha avatara aspect for the sake ofhis devotee Prahlada. Tallapaka Annamacharya in one of
his sankirtanas exultantly praises the presiding deity ofAhobilam thus :Nava Narasimha namo
nam0/Blzavanasinitheera Ahobala Narasimha.

The presentbook onAhobilamcontainsa detailedstudyofthe history ofAhobilam, its growth
and development from the pre—historic period to the present day, besides a briefsurvey of the
sthalapuranas and other traditional accounts. A detailed study ofthe sculpture and iconography of
the Ahobilam group oftemples and an exhaustive analysis ofthe administrative and sacerdotal set-
up prevalent from time to time make the book an indispensable guide to the students ofhistory.A
glossary ofthe technical terms is also added to help those who are not familiar with them.

We have utmost pleasure in placing this monograph on the sacred temples ofAhobilambe-
fore the readers.

Laksmi kataksa Sarasiruha rajahamsa
Paksindrasaila bhuvanam bhavanasamisam
Goksira hari ghanasara patira varnam
Vande krpanidhim ahobila narasimham

Tirupati, P. Krishnaiah, /
Dt. 14-11-2000. ExecutiveOfficer



FOREWORD
Among India's vast artistic heritage, the temples ofSouth India stand out prominently. These

temples are treasure houses ofartistic creations. At the same time, these temples are closely inter-
twined with the lives ofthe people living around these temples. They are sources ofgreat spiritual
support and comfort.

'

Ahobilam is the home ofVlshnu (Narasimha). In the avataras ofVishnu, the incarnation of
Narasimha constitutes the transition from the stage ofthe beast to the human. The earliest reference
to this Avatara is found in the Mahabharat according to which Lord Madhusudana took the form of
Narasimha to protect the devatas and thepeople from the hands ofasura. The complete myth ofthe
Avatara is found in the Harivamsa. The Puranas such as the Kurma Purana, the Padma Purana, the
VishnuPurana, and the Bhagavata Purana narrate themyth differently.

The cave shrinesofNarasimha atAhobilambelong to the Srivaishnava tradition. It is one cfthe
hundred and eight sacred centres (divyakshetras)ofSrivaishnavism.This is a temple whose origins
go back to almost 2000 years. Ahobilam is the only place, which exhibits nine distinct iconographi-
cal forms ofNarasimha. In addition to this, this place is intimately associated with Van Satagopa
Jiyar, the first Jiyarofthe Ahobila math. It is being popularly believed that God Narasimha Himself
came in the form ofan old man and ofi'ered sanyasa to the Jiyar. Despite the spectacular setting of
the cave shrines on theNallamala hill ranges,pillaredmandapas, mathas, and other structures at this
hill, Ahobilam has not attracted sufficientattentionofhistorians and archaeologists.

Dr.Vasantha'sresearch onAhobilam, for the first time, brings Ahobilam to the attention ofboth
scholars and the general readers. The scholarly work ofVasantha is a comprehensive and compos-
ite treatise on one ofthe less known Vaishnava cave shrinesofSouth India belonging to early
centuries and developed through the ages. As an introduction she has provided the evolution ofthe
Srivaishnava religion and the regional history.Her book is a good example ofhow to benefit from
traditional, epigraphical, artistic, architectural and iconographical evidences as well as prevalent
ritualistic practices in the matter ofdeveloping a proper perspective of the history and role ofany
livingtemple.The author hasmade an interestingsociologicalstudyofhow the temple grew fromthe
position ofa holy place to a centre ofpilgrimage, capable ofattracting devotees from far and wide.
It is essential that amagnificenttemple like this, with rich sculptural and iconographicalwealth,
should be properly studied and appreciated.

ProfessorVasanthashouldbe congratulated forhaving contributed a studyofAhobilam in this
beautifully illustratedvolume.TirumalaTirupathiDevasthanarnshas to be congratulated on thispub-
lication.

Hyderabad,

Dt. 9-8-1999. Dr. Haripriya Rangarajan



PREFACE

Thepresentwork is an attempt to studytheNarasimhasvami temples
and caves atAhobilagi

Kurnool District, Andhra Pradesh, comprehensively from both the historical and the art-hIStorgthe

angles. In fact this study is partiallyin fulfillmentofa need to provide a comprehensive
picture 0
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nature and developmentoftemples in different parts ofSouth India. Keepmg inView
that a tempin

is not only awork ofart but also a religious and socio-economic institution, quite a
few temples

d
Tarnilnadu andKamatakahavebeenwell studied,while such a Studywas a desideratum

with regal’
a

to Andhra Pradesh. It is for this purpose we have taken up the present work. The choice
for such

d
StUd)’ fell 0n theNarasimhasvami temples at Ahobilam because ofthe uniqueness ofthe place an

availabiltyofboth literary and archaeologicalmaterial useful for the purpose.
, . .

- dia-
Ahobilam is one ofthe traditionally famoushundred and erght SnvalshnavacentresmfIn nd.

Secondly, Ahobilam is the only place where nine iconographicformsof Narasrmha are 011

. - ila
Thirdly, Ahobilam is intimatelyassociatedwithVan-Satagopa-lear(the first J1yar) 0fthe

AhOb

math.
. - ble

Detailed studies onmany other Srivaishnava centres, spread overSouth India are aliallaare
althoughsuch a study is lacking.This book intends to fill the gap and as far asAhobilamshrines

concemed, it gives a picture of the development ofthis holy centre ofthe Srivaishnavas.
. - is

I am grateful to His Holiness Srivan SatagOpaSriNarayanaYatmdra MahadeSIkan forh

holy blessings.

I express myprofoundsenseofgratitudetoDr. Parabrahma Shastri for his scholarly guidance
and permittingto study andmake use of the unpublished epigraphs with him.

Several scholarshave given advice,notably Sri Ramesh and other priests andManager ofthe
Ahobilamtemple. Also I thank SriN.V. Ramakrishnaiah Achari and Sri Allabaksh, Allagadda for
nice drawingsandphotographs.

I gratefully acknowledge the interest taken by Sri P. Krishnaiah, I.A.S., Executive Officer,
T.T.Devasthanams, and SriN .S. Ramamurthy, Editor,T.T.D. for accepting this work for publica—
from under theTirumalaTirupati DevasthanamsPublicationscheme.

R.Vasantha
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INTRODUCTION

Any historian interested in the study ofancient and medieval history ofSouth India often meets
with a peculiarsituation while dealing with the source material. The inscriptionswhichprovide a firm
basis for the reconstruction of ancient history and which most of the times happen to be the only
source material available are generally temple inscriptions. Similarly the majority of architectural
monuments of the past now surviving are temples only. This situation may be due to the fact that the
temples were bestowed more care in their execution, they being the houses of gods in contrast to the
others associated with mortals. The temples were expected to be monuments to last perpetually and
hence they would be constructed by utilizing better builiding materials and technology. They were also
to be institutions to flourish for a longer time thus requiring perpetual endowments for their mainte--
nanée, the details ofwhich would be recorded on imperishable stone for the guidance of future gen-
erations. This possibly accounts for the situation in which one finds the historical data availble for
ancient and medieval periods ofSouth Indian history being more numerousrelating to the temples than
any other aspect ofhuman activity. This abundance ofdata also provides a picture to the historian that
the temple was a major social and economic institution in those times - a fact that has attractedmany
historians to take up studies relating to these aspects.

Studies on temples are being done in South India for a considerable period. Many of these are
either concernedwith the temples as surviving works of art, or as works of religious activity or as
social insitutions. We may mention here a few outstanding ones in this connection as those of
K.K. Pillai,l K.V. Raman,2 V.N. Hari Rao1 and K. Sundaram.‘1 In these most of the above mentioned
aspects have been taken together, considering the temple as integral organic institution in which all
these are inseparably interrelated. There are also a few works which confine themselves to the study
of architectural and sculptural aspects of individual temples or regional and dynastic groups.5 In
recent years there are also some interesting studies relating to temple economy, etc.“ Even though a
lot of labour has gone into the study of various aspects of the temples, comprehensive studies of
individual temples are confined to those in Kamatakaand Tamil Nadu only. Another region ofSouth
India which is equally rich in temples, i.e. Andhra Pradesh, has not so far gained any attention in this
regard.7 Therefore we felt that a study of the above type relating to some temple in the Andhra
Pradesh region would be ofvalue to have a better picture of the temple institutions in South India in
general.

In this connection we opted to choose the Narasimhasvami temples at Ahobilam on two counts.
The first aspect that attracted our attention towards these temples is that they have considerable

l







Ahobilam. The renowned Telugu poet, Pingali Surana. (1560AD)“ also makes reference to the god
of Ahohilam, in his great classic Kalapurnodayam.

There are about six unpublished Telugumanuscripts, which provide information about tlte god
Narasimha. Lakshmi Nararimha Vilasamu by Paidipati Venltata Nrisimha Kavi is preserved in
Oriental Manuscripts Library,Madras." This describes the love and marriageofgodNatasimha with
Chenchulakshmi.

Varan/ika Pan'uayamu, a Yakshagana written by Kranja Venkatadri. is preserved in
Saraswatimahal Library, Tanjore.”

Kattamanchi Kamcsvara Kavi is the author of Lakshmi Narasr'mha Charitramu." a
prabhandha narrating the legend of the incarnation ofNarasimha and Ahobilam. This is in Oriental
Manuscripts Library.Madras.

Altobila Narasimha Sarakamu is a palm leaf manuscript," preserved in Oriental Research
Instituteof Manuscripts Library.Tirupati.

The other two manuscripts" Sikhi Narasr'mha Satakam and Nararr'mha Dandrzkamumare
preserved in Oriental Manuscripts Library,Madras.

0fgreat importance and utility is the paper manuscript ofD. Ramaswamy lyyengar of
1916, which is preserved in the State Archives," Madras. It provides details about various aspects of
the temple administration. and also gives the temple plans. The temple plans of I916 are markedly
different from the existing ground plan of the temples.

AhobilamKaiflyat and Rudravaram Kai/iyat are the two important written documents of con-
siderable interest for our study. These are ofmuch later period mostly recorded by the village ofl't-
cials. They contain day-to-day accounts of the happenings of the areas to which they pertain. But.
almost all these Imijiyalshere become fascinating reading material since, so far as the past events are
concerned. they refer to quite a good number of traditional legends and stories which often remain
unsubstantiated. ln narrating such legends. the writers of the Kaijiyat: have lost sense of time.
chronology and facts. But they put greater emphasis on stories full of romantic or heroic deeds
without any relation to facts. We have examined some Karfiyarswhich deal with Ahobilam in suffi-
cient detail, regarding their acceptability, in reconstructing the history ofthe place.

Mackenzie has done a great service to historical research by collecting as many karflvats as he
could and summarise them. In the manuscript No. 100" we have Karfiyatr of fifteen places and
obviously the biggest one is the Karfiyar ofAhobilarn. The Karfiyar ofAhobilam deals with the
history of the place commencing from its foundation.

The God Narasimha of Ahobilam popularly called ‘Ahobila‘ figures as the subject-matter of
innumerable folk songs current among the populace ofthe region. Many of them not only praise this
god as tlte greatest in fulfilling the wishesof tlte people. but also treat him often times as not dissimilar
to a member of their own community who enjoys life as a colourful personality with all the human
urges and feelings of love and hatred. In this context a number ofstories are woven round him due to
the fertile imaginationofthe common folk. Most ofthe folk songs are still in the oral tradition sung on
occasions by the village folk around.”

The book has been divided into two parts. Part One is devoted to provide a general geographical,
historical and religious background pertinent to the study of the Narasimha temples. Part TWO is

completely devoted for the consideration of the various aspects of the Nansirnha (both Upper and
Lower) temples itself.



cm 1 AHOBILAM : LOCATION AND ANTIQUITIES

l. Locatlon

Ahobilam is situated in the Nallamalahills, and is about24 kms. fromAllagaddataluq headquarters.
112 kms. from Cuddapah and 65 kms. from Nandyal in Andhra Pradesh. It can be reached by bus

from Hyderabad and also by train via Kumool and then by bus from there. The whole complex is

composed of two parts - one called Yeguva Ahobilam which contains shrines devoted to (upper

Ahobilam) Nava Narasimha (nine Narasimhas) and the other called Diguva Ahobilam (Lower

Ahobilam) with a single shrine for Lakshmi Narasrmha. Both are connected by a road, covering a

distance of about 12.8 kms. from the Lower Ahobilam to the Upper Ahobilam. From the Upper

Ahobilam, the other shrines are to be reached only by trekking and negotiating the difficult terrain of
flowing streams and slippery rocks. Nature is bounteous. l1 affords plenty ofwater by way ofponds.
brooks and also some resting places in the form of shady trees. One can witness several cave like

rocks on the way. Lions and other wild animals dwell in the forest. If one undertakes a strenuous

traverse of 8 kms. from the Upper Ahobilam. one can see the ugrartamblram or ukku/rambhamu(an

immaculate iron pillar) on the mountain side to be the one fromwhich Lord Narasimha emerged in his

ferocious form in response to Prahlada‘s prayers.

2. Names of the place

The place is variously referred to in the inscriptionsas Vobula'.Ahoba/a’,Ahobr'la’. Ahobrlagr‘ri‘,

Vedadn". Diguva fimpatr' ", Gamdadri' 7. Virakshetra'. Achalachaya Mam", Singavel Kunram‘“,
Nr'dhr'“ and Nagarr'”. The popular name of the place in Ahobila and all the other names appear as

terms eonnoting its mythology, sanctity and glory. Ahabala is the ancient fonrr of the present name
Ahobila. The earliest inscription naming this place asAhobala belongs to ”24A.D.”. According to

the stlrala Parana“, there are two popular legends, explaining the derivation of the word ‘Ahobilam’.
It is stated that the Deva: (Gods), while witnessing the ferocious aspect (Ugra Kala) the lord took on
in order to tear Hiranyakasipu to pieces. exclaimed in wonder ‘Ahobala‘ (literally, Lo! the stupendous

strength!). Hence this place has come to be known as Ahobilam. In support of this derivation of the

name. there is a popular Sanskrit verse about Ahobilam that reads:

Ahovr'ryanrAhosaruyam Ahobahu Parakranrah |

Narasimham Param Daivam Ahobr'larn Ahabalam (I



The other version of Ahobila is ascribed to the great cave. where Garuda worshipped. did
penance and realised the Lord.

According to the AhobilamKai/iyat" there is another version, which states that “on one of the
mountains in the range ofNallamala hills. eight nmadas (an amada is equal to ten miles in measure)
from Srisaila Ksherra. Garuda commenced silent penance to obtain a vision ofLord Narasimha who
destroyed Hiranyakasipu. The Lord in His grace. after long years of the tapas ofGarudamanifested
Himselfin the cave ofa mountain“.

“Ten ‘Paruvus' (a paruvu is equal to two and a half miles) to the north-east of the mountain,
Garuda was doing penance. A vision of His manifestation was then granted to Garuda, who after
obtaining a sign of the location of the mountain-cave, gladly travelled thither and had the visionofthe
Lord Jwalanarasimha not easily accessible to common people. Garuda then worshipped the lord. and
praised him that ‘Ahobilam is Mahabalam' (Ahobilam endows us with great strength). The Lord‘s
Di'vya Mangala Vigralm was worshipped by him with several :totras. Garuda then considered
himself as blessed after a vision of the Lord. This divine place thereafter obtained the deserving name
of Ahobilam".

Vobula is possibly the earliest name available about this place, occuring for the first time in an
3th century Chalukyan inscription”. Vobula is most probably the corrupt or even the vernacular
Telugu form of the Sanskrit word Ahobala.

Ahobalagiri means Ahobala hill. As the place is situated on a hill, the name appears to be
appropriate. Several inscriptions found in the surroundings ofAhobilam refer to Ahobilam by this
name. The earliest record which refers to Ahobilam by this name occurs in an inscription of 1378
AD.”

The name Gamdadri" is obvioushy explainable on the basis of Garuda's penance on this
mountain. According to Sthalapurana” as per his father’s(Kasyapa‘s) instruction, Vainareya (Garuda)
in hlS boyhood performed a very great penance in this place i.e., Ahobilam and obtained the grace of
the Lord for being a Vahana (the eternal vehicle) of Sn' Mahavishnu. Hence the mountain is called
Garudadri to signify this legendary incident.

According to SthaIapurana." an aura (demon) called Somaka stole away the Vedas from
Lord Brahma. Then they were restored by Lord Vishnu.afier he killed the Axum. After this incident.
the Vedas performed a severe penance in this place (Ahobilam) and Lord Narasimha whowas pleased
with their penance blessed them that thereafter they would not be stolen away by anybody else. To
signify this occurrence the mountains are called “Vedadrr”. The earliest record which refers to
Ahobilam by this name belongs to the year 1410 AD.“

Singa—vel-Kunram means ‘seven hills'. the abode ofNarasimha. Saint Tirumangai Alvar who
lived in the 8th century AD. composed ten" Tamil poems in praise of the God. In the first poem.
Alvar sings about Sengan ali ittu erainjam singavel Iainram. Singavel meaning the youthful lien is.
doubtless. a reference to LordNarasimha who resides in the hill Ahobilam. It is for that reason the hill
is named Singavel Hill. The words Sengan Ali (Ali means lion) also signify a red-eyed lion. The
name Nagari appears at the earliest in an inscription of 1558 AD.” This name is probably explain~
able as mulasthana (the main abode ofNansimha in the Upper Ahobilam).

Besides the names already mentioned appearing in the inscriptions. many purauas refer to
Ahobilam by different names such asAchalachaya Mend, Vrrakshetra,Sheshadri. Narsimhau'rtham.
Garudadri. Garudagiri and Garudachalam.



3. Aathultles
Quite in tune with the importanceof this place as a holy centre, a whole range ofparaphernalia

appropriate in such places has come up here from time to timedue to the philanthrophic contributions
of the devotees. As such, we have here about nine shrines. six Koner: (tanks), thincen holy lirthas
(ponds), besides twelve mandapas and other structures built for the benefit and comfort of the
visitingpilgrims. In short,Ahobilam is awell developedreligiouscentre studdedmainlywith religious
buildings. a study ofwhich provides a good background for the understanding ofthe growth and
development ofthis religious centre.

Among all the significant monuments at Ahobilam the Ahobala Narasimha temple at the Upper
Ahobilam and Prahladavarada temple at the LowerAhobilam stand out by the sheer grandeur of their
size and appearance. An elaborate discussion ofthese two temples is taken up later. Now. we may
pass on to the description of the other antiquities ol‘ the place.
A. Nava - Narasimha shrlnes
I. Ahoblla Nanslmha shrine

The temple, situatedon the UpperAhobilam,at a distanceof eight kms. from the LowerAhobilam,
is the main temple and the earliest of all the nine shrines. The Lord in the sanctum sanctorum here
appears in his fierce aspect. Hence he is called Ugra Narasimha. He is the presiding deity of the
templeand is alsoknown as AhobilaNarasimha. It is firmlybelievedthat Narasimhawas 'Svayambhu'

(self-manifest) here. (A detailed description of this “Svayambu” is taken up later in the succeeding
chapters).

ll. BhargavaNaraslmha shrlne

The Bhargava Narasimha shrine is situated at a distance of two kms. from the Lower Ahobilam
on a hill, near the sacred pond, known as Bhargava tirrham. It is the site where Bhargava Rama
performed his penance. Hence the Lord ofthe temple is known as Bhargava Narasimha.

The entire distance is to be covered on foot. At some distance down a deep incline. we come to
a very calm place where we find a beautiful pond of cool, fresh and crystal clear water surrounded
by ever-green thick shrubs and tall trees. The pond is also called Aluhaya firiha. At a few yards
away from this pond, there is a flight ofsome steps, climbing up which,we reach the Bhargava shrine,
which is renovated recently.

The deity installed in the Garbhagn'ha is about ‘J'high and is placed on a low pedestal and is

represented as four-handed, the upper two hands holding the Chalzra and Sanldm. the lower two
hands are shown tearing the intestine ofHiranyakasipu. Hiranyaltasipu is shown with a sword in his
right hand. Prahlada is seen on the right in the Slhanalta posture with Anjalt' harm.

The image is crude looking. But the presence of Dasavatara in the Prabhavaliwithout
Klrtt‘mukha is interesting as it reminds us of the more graceful and artistic images of lOth-l lth cen-
tury.

An insaiption belonging to 1564 AD." was set up by Sri Parankusa Srivansatagopa
Jiyyangaru, the presiding acharya of the Ahobila math. This registers the grant of a piece of land in
Lingemdinne in Gandikotasirna to theGod Ahobalesvara for specified offerings and their distribution
dwingthegarden fatival (VaM-mahotsava) near the tank constructed by him on the way to
Blurgava shrine by Parankusa Van Satagopajiyyar who received this piece of land from Narssaya
who in turn, is stated to have obtained the village Lingamulinne from Nandela Timmaraju. The





the ‘snout’ portion ofthe lord.just as she didwhile being raised by him up from the ocean waters alter
piercing Hiranyaksha with his tasks and then slaying him. Varaha stands in s mbhaugi posture with
only two hands, the head of the boar and the tail of the lion on a human torso. The image is berefl of
any ornamentation. Stylistieslly the imagemaybe placed in the period about 9th- I 0th centuries. A.D.

vl. Karanja or SarangaNanslmlla
This shrine is situated at a distance ofone km. from the upper Ahobilam and one furlong away

from the road leading to lowerAhobilarn. The Bhavanasini river glides on at the left ofthe road. The
shrine is under a Koran/a tree which accounts for the name Karanja Narasimha. The shrine is a
simple rectangular structure ofgranite slabs.

The image of the Lord appears to be seated in meditation, with a hooded cobra over the head.
The upper right hand holds a Chaim: and upper lefi hand has Saranga or bow. The lower hands are
in Dhyana mudra. Stylistlcally the imagemay be placed in the period about l0th-l 1th centuries A.D.

vll. Malola Naraalmha

Malola shrine is situated, nearly two ltrns. from the main temple of the Upper Ahobilam. The
deity here appears in ‘Saumya’(peaceful) form. As Narasimha is seen with his consort. Lakshmi. He
is known as Malola Narasimha The word ‘Malola‘ means beloved of Lakshmi. (ma-lakshrni,
lola=beloved)

The shrine is on a level surface of a peak of the Vedadri mountain. This place is also called
Markonda Lakshmt Kshetra.

int firstrdaafifimml
mamas! wanton"
The God is seen seated here in sulthasana posture with his left leg folded while the right leg is

shown dangling at an angle with a semi circular Prabhavah and a raised Kim'muldia. The goddess
is shown seated on the lefi thigh ofthe Lord with Irate/ta andpansariryavamahasta. The feet of the
goddess rest on padma which appears to have sprouted from the earth. The Lord's two upper hands
hold Chakra and San/aha, his lower right hand is in abhaya pose and the lower left hand is shown
embracing his consort.

The semi-circular prabhavali with a raised Kmimuldia, over- ornamentation, crude bodily fea-
tures of the goddess. the elongated lu'rita maloua, the style of holding sanldla and cholera. suggest
that the image may belong to the 12th-13thcenturyAD.

vllL .Iwala Nanslrnba
The temple ofJwala Narasimha, lies higher up theMala/a temple. on a hill called ‘Achalacliaya

Mem'. This is about four kms. from the upper Ahobilarn tenrple. This place is said to be the actual
spot where the ferocity or anger of the Lord reached its acme when he tore Hiranyakasipu. It is
somewhat difficult to reach this place as we have to pass through a narrow passage made by cutting
and chiselling the rocks of the peak on one side, while to the other side of this passage there is a very
deep valley. One has to walk very carefully. [I is told that the spot where Jwala Narasirnha is sitting
with Hiranyakasipu on his lap, is the threshold of the main entrance door of the spacious palace of
Hiranyaka'aipu. Cleaving one of the pillars of the demon's palace. Namimhamanifested himself.
The part of this pillar standing erect has the shape of a lofty hill. This vertical hilly pillar is called
Aehalachayameru. The cleaven side ofthe standing part is straight and at right angles to the foot part
ofit Ondreprecipiceoftbispahtherearethreesteelpommd.Ontbesurfaeeofthesesteel
posts, the names ofthe devotees erecting them are engraved.







mandapa measuring 9’x9' with four pillars. The Adhistana is 1‘6" high from the earth. Pillars are
very tall having square base. circular shaft and in the capital a neck-moulding (padmabandham) has
been introduced. The Padmabandlram joins on to the shafl. thus appropriating to itself a segment of
the upper part of the shaft. and adding another item to the lower part of the capital in the form of a
vessel or pot. As to the abacus. the palagai or plank is much expanded, in order to combine with the
flower shape underneath and it is the most striking element. This pillar is an example of the Chola
style. An inscription stone is placed near this mandapa.

lll. Koluvu mandapa
This is located. a few yards next to unja! mandapam towards the east. This is slightly bigger

than unjal mandapam. This is situated by the side of the prsent bus stop on the Allagadda Road.
Occasionally on festival days, God is brought in a procession and is placed in this mandapa for
sometime. The mandapa is square in shapemeasuring l5' lO"xlS' 10", and the heightof the Adhistana
is 3‘8". These pillars belong to the Vijayanagamstyle.

Iv. Vlsvakseril mandapa
This is also called mudra mandapa and situated on the other side of the main road (Allagadda

road). The mandapa, which measures 12’7"x12‘7",has four pillars of the Vijayanagara style and at
present, is used as a shelter for the local people. The mandapa stands on high adhistana measuring
5' from the earth. The adhr'stana is very decorative consisting panels of dancing girls.

During the festival times. the idol of Visvaksena is brought here and offeredpuja, and taken in a
procession to the temple again. We do not have any definitive knowledge about the reason behind the
name mudra mandapam. We may presume that this mandapa might have acted as ‘entry control'
place.

v. Mrtasangrahanamandapa
This is located a few yards, to the east of Vuvaltsenamandapa. During special festival times.

earth is collected from this place. The mandapa is square in shape measuring 12'7"x12'7" with an
adhisthana of2‘8" high. The pillars appear to belong to the early Vijayanagara period.
vl. Blgala Anjlneyasvamlmandapl

This is two furlongs away from the Lower Ahobilam temple. There is a 6' Anjaneya idol in the
centre and also a processional image. It is recently renovated. The mandapa measures 13'8"xl3'8".

According to the local tradition, the main keys ofthe Ahobilam temple were deposited at the feet
of Anjaneya, after the daily pujas were over and the Chief priest used to collect the keys in the
morning from this place. (‘Br'gala‘ in Telugu means ‘keys‘).

vll.Durudumandapa
‘Durudu‘ means in Telugu ‘to pass through‘. It is said that. before constructing the concrete

road to the Upper Ahobilam, people used to pass through this mandapa to reach the Upper Ahobilam.

The ghat road from the lowerAhobilam slowly winds its way with an abundant sylvan pomp on
both sides to the Upper Ahobilam. On the way to the Upper Ahobilam, is the Durudu mandapa on
the Sopana marga. This is a plain maudapa which has in all sixteen pillars, eight on each side. There
is an inscription on a slab near this mandapa. This inscription registers an endowment of twenty
Varaha: as Polivrmu for maintaining offerings during the sixteen days of festivals every year, when
Godwas staying in this 16 pillaredmandapa. while going down to the LowerAhobilam on procession
and back. The mandapa was built by KuruchetiVenktadrideva - maharaju in 1553 AD.

[2





E. Konerua

I. Sannidhl Koneru (Lower Ahobtlam)

This lament is on the southem side of the Lower Ahobilam temple. The mandapas surrounding
thepashlrarr'nisare in a dilapidated condition and these housed vedic schools fomterly. Recently this
[men is renovated by the present Jiyar of the Ahobila math. This tank is always dry and a deep
well is dug within the tank. This pond measures l90'x182'10" outside and l43‘4“xl 17'8" inside.

D.Ramaswamy lyengar (1916) says that “Some years ago, one Jangalapalli Aswath Roddy, a
devotee. constructed a feeder channel for thepushkarini to store the rain water". But it appears that
now even the feeder channel had proved useless owing to the percolative nature of the sub soil. The
mandapas around the tank are sinking into the ground due to the negligence and indifference ofthe
temple authorities. The well in this tank retains water during a major part of the year. But they are
muddy and infected with bacteria.

According to local Kaijiyat. this tank is said to have been constructed by Krishnadevaraya.

ll. Alvar Iwueru

This kaneru is at a distance of two furlongs to the west of the Lower Ahobilam temple. It has
flights of steps all round like the Sunnidhi koneru. But now they are in a dilapidated condition. As
D.Ramaswamy lyengar (1916) says. “this tank was started during the time ofKrishnadevaraya and
the work was completed in Sadasivaraya's time. Round the bund of this tank there is a huge embank—
ment provided with stone rivetrnent. This embankment is a very fine one and is called Alvar-Imtm. lt
preserves rain water silting up the tank. This tank is 156’x138' in dimension and was used for the
Brahmothrva festival. On the bund, there are a number ofmonolithic stone reservoirs formerly used
for storing water for the cattle". This tank retains water throughout the year. There is a well dug
within this tank as in the sannidhi koneru.

iii. Lanja koueru

This Iraneru is at a distance of a few yards away from the Lower Ahobilam temple towards
north-eastem side. This tank retains no water even during the rainy season. It is believed that this
was constructed by a prostitute (Lanja) and so is called Lanja-kaneru.

ht Blur-gave kaueru
This is the smallest of the tanks at the Lower Ahobilam. lt retains water throughout the year as

it is fed by a perennial spring. This is situated 3 kms. from the lower Ahobilam temple, closely
surrounded by forest adjacent to Bhargava shrine. An inscription dated 1564 A.D.," registers that
this tank was constructed by Parankusa Van SatalropaJiyar.

v. Akulapapalah knneru

This is on the way to the Upper Ahobilam on the sopana mrgam. At present, this is totally
covered with thick green trees.

vi. Uuanadugu konm
This is five kms. from the Lower Ahobilam and is situated on the road side to Upper Ahobilarn.

vll. Sunldhthm (UpperAW)
TheghatroadtoAhobilamleadstotheweat.Aswegoupthehill.wenoticeawaterfallonthe

lefl in the mountains and there is a tank called Sanm'dlu' koneru where the water collects from the
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streams flowing dm the mountains. The size of the tank is 61‘182'6“ with 22 steps on three sides.
Opposrle to the tank. there is a long corridor nrandapa with sixteen pillars.

This tank and mandapa are magnificent and are partly hewn out of the mountains.
will Small haunt (nearMalola shrine)

This is two kms. away from the Upper Ahobrlamsituated adjacent to Mnlola shnne. The size
ofthe tank is 24'10“xl3‘.

Apan from antiquities described already, there are ten chum-urns and they are. Papa/«Inna
Chauram. Konda Reddy Challram. Ganlhi Guruvayya Chaltram, Kolapudu Chanram,
VobalampalliChallrant. Suddapallr LakshmammaChallmm. Pedda Pasupala CImllram. Cherie/tic
Challram, Kammara Chatrram and Gundupapala Charrrarn.

These chattrams are located in Sannidhr slreet at the Lower Ahobrlnmand are in a dilapidated
condition. Some chamms are used as shelter and some as shops and some of them are In a ruined
state. At present. these are used as free-feedingplaces for non-brahmincommunity during the special
festival times.

Through such benefactions as described already.the religious devotion of generations ofpeople
has made Ahobilam a centre of ardent pilgrimage.



NAMESOF THE PLACE

S.No. Names of the Place Immm‘l Literary Reference
Reference

1. Vobula 15.1 Vol.38.No.56 —
C. 8111 Cent. AD.

2. Ahobala S.l.1. Vol. IX. No. 207
1124 AD.

3. Ahobila — Nrisimhapurnnam
Bmmhnndnpumnam
Kasiknndam
AhobilnmKaifiya!

4. Ahobilagin' Inscriptions ofAndhra- —
desa Vol.11, Pm I.
GunrurTaluk._No. 196.,
P. 247 - 1378 AD.

5. Vedadri S.1. 1 Vol. X No. 577 Brnmhandnpuranam.
P. 319 - 1410 AD. Nrisimlupumnam

6. DiguvnTirupati 5.1.1., Vol. XVI. No. 96 —
1532 AD.

7. Gamdadn' — Bmmhandnpumnam

B. Vimkshetmm — Bramhnndnpumnam

9. Achalachnyameru — Brnmhandapuranam

10. Singa-Vel-Kundram — Nalayira Divya
Pmbandhnm

11. Nidhi S.I.1. Vol. XVI. No. 271 —
15311 AD.

12. Nagnri S.1.1. Vol. XVI, No. 235 —
1538 AD.



THE SHRINES. MANDAPAS AND KONERS

(ChnmoIogiallymnged)
5N0. ‘ um
ASIIRINI‘S

I AhobilaNansimha Shnne C. Ind-3rd Century A.D.
ll Pavanl Nunsimha Shnno C. 61h-7th Century A.D.
III Kmda or Vanna NarastrnhaShnne C. 7lh-8th Century AD.
IV Yogannndn Numimha Shrine C. 7th-8th Cenrury A.D.
V .Iwall Nansimha Shrine C. 7th-8th Century A.D.
VI Karanjl or SmngnNnrast'rnhn Shnne C. IOth-l llh Century A D.

VII BharguvnNamirnha Shrine C. IOth-I Ith Century A.D.
VIII MaloIn-Nttrttsimha Sfle C. thh-lJth Century A.D.
D( Chan-um Narasimhglfinine EarlyVijayanagnraPenod
X Prahladavmdn Namijlfl Shrine ILA.) Slluvn Nmtmha's Time

’ I.MANWAS
I UnjalMundnpn C. 9111- lOtIi Century A.D.
II KoluvuMnndlpl C. I500 A.D.

_III Vtsuksena Mnndlpa C. I500 AD.
Iv VasnnthaMundlpn 1548 AD.
V DuruduMW 1553 AD.“h Mhupati Mandupa 1558 AD.

VII Mril‘tiSamaraMandapu EIrIy Vijuylnngarl Period
VIII ’BairnvuWu EarlyVijaymgorl Period
IX KnlkshepaMIndan cum-12mCenturyAD. (or)

' EurIy VijnynnagarnPeriod
X thn Mundnpa C.I6th-l7th Century A.D. (a)

Lu: VijayttnagaraPeriod
X] Udyoga Mundapa Lite thayanagara Penod
XII Bigala AnjgneyaswamyMndqu —

c.nounsmom
I SunnidhiKoneru (L.A.) Krinhnldevmyn Paiod
II Alwnr Koneru C.l6th Century A.D.
III LanjnKoneru -—

IV Bhnrgava Koneru —
V AkulnpapnitthKoneru 1564A.D

VI Ummndugu Koneru —
VII Sannidhi Koneru ('U.A.) —fi mM“). —
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Krishna‘.Gautamiputra Sataltami’. and VasisthiputraPulrunavi‘foundat Nasik caves and the inscrip-
tions ofVasisthiputra Pulumavi’and Gautamiputn Yagrtaari'"on the caves ofKarla. Amaravati" and
Kanheri record the royal grants to the Buddhist Sanglras. The chief patrons of Buddhism were
ladies, many of them were from the royal harem. the claases ofmerchants and artisans and also the
people at large.

The kings of this dynasty performed vedic sacrifices and patronised Brahminical religion. The
Naneghat inscription" ofNaganika and the Nasik inscription ofVasisthiputr-aPulumavi describe the
vedic sacrifices and the rule of Gautamiputra Satakami, strictly based on Dhanna Sastras. The
Satavahans metronymics are derived from the vedicgotras. Gautamiputra means the son ofGautami
or a lady belonging to the Gaurama gotra”. The emphasis shown on the Vedic religion by the
Satavahana kings was responsible for the Vedic culture to be initiated in Rayalasima also.

The idol worship in Buddhism initiated by the Satavahana kings inspired the people of the Vedic

religion to worship the Vedic gods in the form of idols. ldol worship was encouraged among the
Hindus also. Influenced by the Buddhislic constructions. the Hindus also constructed shrines for the
Vedic gods on a large scale. The famousSiva linga al Gudimallam. belonging to the first century BC
suggests that the idol worship ofLord Siva was propagated during this period. The recent discovery
of Virapuram (Kumool district) brought to light a large number ofSaiva shrines which were built by
the Satavahana kings. As in other places of the Andhra country. in Rayalasima region also temple
building activity was undertaken. The Prakrit literatureof this period propagated idol worship ofthe
Vedic gods. Gathasaptasari compiled by Hala mentions a number of episodes related to Lord Siva
and Lord Vishnu. Personal names especially in the royal familyappeared with Saiva prefixes. Names
of frequent occurences were Siva. Sivaskanda, Sivadatta etc. The appearance ofbull“ on Satavahana
coins also indicates the Saiva leaningsofthe kings. In herNasik cave inscriptionGautamiputr'aBalasri
compared her son Satakami with Rama. Bhagiratha and Ambarisha. The wife of Satakami l wor-
shipped Vasudeva, Krsna and Samkarsana”. The first Satavahana king probably Simuka is said to
have built Jaina temples and Chailyas. These points show as to how different religious beliefs co-
existed in the Satavahana dominion. The Rayalasima formed one ahara. as some scholars opine
according to theMyakadani inscriptionofPulumavi. The religious sentiments prevalent in other parts
of the Satavahana kingdom also echoed in Rayalasima.

5. The Early Pallavas (290 - 5l0 AD.)
At the end of the 2nd century AD. and in the beginning of the 3rd century A.D., the

Satavahana empire began to decline and the feudatory chiefs became independent. A number of
independentprincipalitiesarose in their respectivelocalities TheRayalasimaarea includingCuddapah.
Kumool and Chinoor except Anantapur fell into the hands ofthe Pallavas". Though, no record ofthe
early Pallavas are found here. Munda-rasrra and Hiranya-rastra are mentioned in the inscriptions
ofVishnugopa and his son Simhavannan ll. who ruled over the coastal region comprising the present
Nellore and Guntur districts in the Sth century AD. Allahabad pillar inscription mentions that
Samudragupta. the emperorofMagadha. invadedKanchi and disturbed Vishnugopa. Samudragupta's
army while advancing to Kanchi, must have passed through Cuddapah district and created some stir.

6. The Nalas

A family of local chiefs known as theNalas was ruling over the tenitory ofNalavadi around the
early 6th century A.D.. which lay in the direction ofBellary and Kumool. But very little is known
about the events connected with their rule in this district”.
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7. The Chalukyas of Badaml (C.5th - Rth Cent. AD.)
The association oftheCItilt'kax with the Hiranyaks is of special interest. There can be no doubt

that Chililta is identical with Chalukya inscriptions as the family name of the rulers ofthat dynasty.
Now. according to the tradition preserved in the charters of the Eastern Chalukya kings of Vengi.
Vishnuvardhana,the progenitorof the Chalukyarace, wasborn atMudivemu,thepresentPeddamudiyam
in the Jammalamadugu taluk. a place within the boundaries oftheHirarrva-rastra. The reference in
the lkshvaku inscription to the Chalikt‘ in close association with Hiranya-raslra concerns with the
tnith of the legendmentioned above. Peddamudiyamsix kms. away fromAhobilammay be regarded
as the cradle of the Chalukyan family,which played an important pan in the history oftheDeccan of
the later ages". lkshvakus had matrimonial allianceswith the Hiranyalcas. Thus, this area compris-
ing the eastern taluks ofCuddapah district was closely associated with the lkshvaku kingdom.

The Western Chalukya ruler ofBadami. Kir‘tivarman l (566/7 - 597/8 A.D.), defeated the
Nalas and occupied theirterritory. Pulaltesin ll (609/l0 - 642 AD.) who came into conflict with the
Pallavas suffered a series of reverses and lost this territory to the Pallava king Narasimhavannan l.
Pulakesin‘s death in one of the battles in AD. 642 gave rise to a war of succession among his sons.
Chandraditya. Adityavamtan. Vikramaditya l and Jayasimhavannan, who like the other feudatories.
sought their safety by convening the territoriesunder them into independentkingdoms. A copperplate
grant in Kumool refers to the self- assumed Adityavarman‘stitles and states that he had conquered a
vast empire. This district appears to have been in the handsofthe Pallavas till A.D.654 when the war
ofsuccession ended with the accession of Vikramaditya l. Kumool district again came under the
Chalukyas and remained with them till they were overthrown by the Rashtrakutas'”.

8. The Greater Pallavas (575 - 893 AD.)

The Rayalasima region passed into the handsofthegreater Pallavas between 630AD. and 800
AD. which can be attested to. from a numberof inscriptions found in Chittoor district. The greater
Pallavas obtained the Rayalasima region from the early Chalukyas alter the defeat of Pulakesin ll in
642 AD. by the Pallava king Narasimhavannan I (630 AD. - 680 AD)”. The political battles
fought between these two kings took place on the battle - fields of Manimangalam. Pariyala and
Sunnara in Cuddapah and Kurnool districts. Pulakesin ll was killed in these battles and the Pallavas
occupied more Chalukyan dominated areas in Rayalasima.

The Pallavas took up several temple - buildingactivities and donated lands and villages for their
development. The Parasurameswaratemple at Gudimallam(Chittoor district) was constructed by the
Pallavas. According to an epigraph dated BOI A.D.. this temple was built in the middle of
the Bth century AD.“ There are inscriptions to attest to the fact that the Pallavas and the Banas
donated liberally to this temple.

9. The Chain: (C.9th - 13th Cent. AD.)

The Chola king Karikala. the predecessor of Cholas in Tamil and Telugu regions had frequent
wars with Trilochana Pallavas in the filth century A.D.. which resulted in the overthrow of the
Pallavasnot only fromtheir home tenitory Tondamandalambut also fromthe Teluguregion including
Paka-nadu. a part ofCuddapah and Nellore regions. A part ofCuddapah district was under the rule
of a local dynasty of Chola chiefs during the period of the Pallava-Chalukya wars. The Cholas of
Tamil country. deported from their home land during the period of their weakness. were in quest of
fortune. The Cholas ofRenadu was one such branch“.
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numerous tanks they constructed. and the temples they built and the number of villages named after
them.

Ofall the Matli chiefs. Varadaraja‘susociation with this district is significant in view of the
influence he wielded during the reign of Sadasiva. The chief who had enhanced the prestige of the
Matli family was Ananta. Ananta was a great scholar and was deeply devoted to the Visishtadvaita
School ofRamanuja. He was also an able warrior and a good sportsman. He was a shining example
in respect of practising religious tolerance. He succeeded in suppressing the rebellions which con-
fronted him during the initial stages of his rule. His own brother who was involved in them was
imprisoned in the Sidhout fort but was later pardoned.

No epigraphs ofS.1550 (AD. I 628) at Alipiri at the foot ofthe Tirupati hills recount both his
deeds ofvalour and acts ofcharity. He built a large tank near Chennuru (Cuddapah) and established
the villages ofChennamambapura and Chennamambasamudra. He established a dozen free feeding
houses and constructed gopura: and mandapa: at various places in the district. He also fought
fierce battles at Palagiri, Animals. Chappalle, Vempalleand Gundluru against the palegars. This lord
ofAnantarajapura seems to have exercised authority over the country lying between the hills of
Tirupati (Chinoor) and Ahobila (Kumool). His gifts to temples at Udayagiri (Nellore), Tiruvallur
(Chingleput) and Kalahasti (Chinoor) and his numerous acts ofcharity including a Tula-dana‘ have
lent an aura ofgreatness to him. It may be said that the Matli principality reached its zenith during his
reign.“

0n Ananta's death. his adopted son, Kumara Ananta ll, succeeded him. He carried on the
administration of the kingdom with the helpofhispaternal uncle Ellama. During his time. the Matlis
lost a sizeable portion of their territory including Kalitur.Duvvur,Chennum. Badvel, Porumamillaand
Mamalapuram to the Sultan ofGolconda. In spite of this setback. Ananta‘s sway extended fairly over
a vast area comprising Pulugulanadu, Poltapinadu and Siddhavaltamsimas. When his principality
was attacked for a second time by the army of Golconda under Mir .lumla. Ananta succeeded in

inflicting a crushing defeat on them. He had, however. to abandon his principality for fear of reprisal
by Mir .lumla and retreated to lkkeri-Basavapuram inMysore. Mir Jumla then marched with his army
to Sidhout. occupied the town and posted a garrison to keep the conquered territory under control.
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01m - 3 RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND

I. Hlstory of Srlvalshnavlsin

As Ahobilam and the Natasimhasvami shrines are intimately assoctatcd Wllh the history and
affairs ofSnvaishnaVIsm. it would be beneficml to have a short background ofSmmshnavrsm iSelf
A. Pre-Ruianuja Vaislinavisni

Though SnvaishnaVIsmtook a definitive shape in the hands ol ananUJa (C l0l7- I l'l7 A D ). it
has a hoary background The whole system is based upon complete surrender to god Vishnu. a
concept which was already current in some sections of the pre-Ramanuja Vaishnriva faith In fact,
this religious movement can be traced ideaologically to the rise of the Bhaguvala system and the
Bhakli cull The seeds of the religious and philosophical ideas could be traced to the Bhngavadgila
itself

B. The Alvars
But It was in Tamilnadu that this form of staunch Vishnu-Mall: became a powerful movement

due to the efforts of a continuous line of teachers who are celebrated in the tradition as Alvars
‘Alvar‘.a Tamil term, literallymeans. ‘onewho rules', and in this context ll is one who rules the world
of the faithful They were the spearhead of the Vaishnavamovement in the South India and through
their philosophy of complete surrender to God. gave a lellnCllVe shape to a form of VaishnaVIsm
which later became famous as SrivaishnaVism The Alvarr adopted the local Tamil language for
expresston oftheir religious fervour in their intensely devotional songs and appealed to the hearts of
the people

The date of the Alvar: is much disputed Traditional accounts put their date at the beginning of
the Kaliyuga Prof S Vaiyapun Pillai opines that the Alvar period falls between the 7th and 9th
century A D ' while according to some others they seem to have flourished between the 2nd and 8th
century A D According to the tradition there are 12 Alvar: and they are placed in the followrng line
of order

Poygai Alvar
Pudartalvar
Pey Alvar
TinimalisaiAlva:

blI-lN—I
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Kulasekhara Alvar
TondaradippodiAlvar
TiruppanAlvar
TirumangaiAlvar

9. Periya Alvar
l0. Andal
ll. Nammalvar
12. Madurakavi Alvar’

The First three, Poygai, Pudattar and Pey Alvars, born in Kanchipuram. Mamallapuram and

Mylapore respectively,form the earliest group. They are placed in a period not later than the 51h or 6th
century AD. Their teachings are very gentle and so simple to understand.

90.".9‘9’

Next comesTirumalisai. He takes his name from the villageofhis birth in Chingleput district. He
is said to have been a senior contemporary of the Pallava king Mahendravannan l.~‘ Before he

accepted Vaishnavism. he practised Jainism. Buddhism and Saivism. It was only later that he ulti-
mately embraced Vaishnavism and became an Alvar.

Next in order is Tirumangai. one of the most celebrated among the Alvars. He, a Chieftain of
Alinadu in Tanjoredistrict. took to robbery in order to pay for the renovationofthe Ranganathatemple
in Srirangam. the most celebrated Srivaishnava temple in the South India. In his hymns. he mentions
the siege ofKanchipuram by Vairamegha(Rashtrakuta Dantidurga. 735~756AD.) and hence he may
be placed in the middle ofthe 8th century A.D.‘ He has composed a large number ofpoems. forming
the bulk of the collections of the hymns of theAlvars. The religious trend of the day is well manifest
in his compositions. He attacks Buddhism and Jainism. but shows a friendly attitude to Saivism.’

A little later than Tirurnangai. about the close ofthe 8th and the beginning ofthe 9th century,
came PeriyaA/var. a BrahminfromSrivilliputtur in theTirunelvelidistrict. He was originallyknownas
Vishnuchitta. He is said to have established the supremacy ofNarayana in a religious disputation held
in the court of the Pandyan king Srimara Srivallabha(815-362 A.D.). He is the foster father ofGoda,
another A Ivar.

Goda or Andal. the only woman to attain the status ofAlvar, is a magnetic personality among the
Srivaishnavadevotees.especiallyknown for her intenseunsullied love to god RanganathaofSrirangam.
The story goes that she was found as a baby by Peri Alvar and he brought her up in his house in which
Andal was exposed to the ecstasy of religious devotion displayed by her father. It is said that when
Andal was young she used to decorate herself with the garlands prepared by her father to offer to the
deity and replace the same before sending them to the temple. When once her father came to know
about it, he felt that the flowersworn by a mortal were unfit for offering to the god and did not take the
flowers to the temple on that day. That night the god appeared to him in his dream and chided him for
not offering the garlands which were doubly dear to him due to the fact that they had been used by
Andal. Theneeforth Peri Alvar began to take the same garlands to offer to the God. On this account.
it is said, Andal came to be known as Sudikuduua Nachchi‘yar(the lady who gave what she had
herself decorated with).“ Andal was intensely devoted to Vishnu and dreamt ofher marriage with the
God. She describes this experience in a beautiful song which is sung even to this day as part of the
marriage ceremony in Sri Vaishnava households. Andal is said to have achieved her desire of the
mystical union with the God: She entered the garbhagriha in the temple of Srirangam and disap-
peared there. It is said that by this Peri Alvar also gained the honour ofbeing considered the father-
in-law ofgod Ranganatha ofSrirangam. Andal‘s songs are appealing to the masses and the elite alike
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Letters of Nawatrs, Rajaa and Realdenta connected with the Ahoblla Matha ll appended
Mysore Residency
2|.l0.l812

Sn Ahobila Swamy,a Brahmin High Priest proceeds fromMysore to Kumbakonam via. Salem.
Srirangam etc. with three elephants, one camel. four horses. three palanquins, sixty bullocks. two
hundred Brahmrns and about one hundred servants and attendants.

All officers in authority under the BritishGovernment are requested to allow him to pass without
molestation.

(Sd) COLE.
BritishResident

21101812

From

The Honourable Mr.COLE.
The British Resident,
MYSORE.

To

The commanders of Forts. commandants ofGarrisons, Thasildars, persons guarding mountain
passes and out houses and such like persons in Authority in the British territories (2) Sri Ahobila
Swami Etc. Etc. (3) You should get them all the things that they require for Proper prices. Sn' Swamy
is a very respectable man.

He should be received with all Honours.

P.S: The Swami and his party are to be allowed to pass freely through your respective divisions.

(Sd) Cole.

2|.l0.1812.

To

Ayyalur Ramachandra Naidu,
Police Superintendent. Etc, Etc.,

You are hereby informed that as (1) Sri Ahobilasvami is coming on a tour and as he is a very
great and respectable person coming with all and every equipments you are to issue strict order to the
peons and servantswithin yourjurisdiction to go and wait upon him and render him all th assistancehe
may want. to be very careful that there is no disturbance from others during the time the gentleman
stays there and you are to arrange that the Honours customarily shown him in the places within your
jurisdiction are properly shown him. As this is a necessary matter. you are to issue strict order to your
peons and servants not to conduct themselves with indifference towards him in the least degree.

(Sd) Dt.Collector
Chingleput. 4thMay 1808.







do not show me pity you cannot find any other object worthy of your Grace. Rameswara Raja. the
king ofVanaparteDesam(country) the humble servantof Ramanuja,who classing himself with oneof
your favoured disciples, is ever expecting your instructions.makes to you prostrations in conjunction
with his wife and all his people in accordancewith the saying - My prostrations to himwho is beyond
description or imagination who shines like an ocean both for words and fancy, who is possessed of
great and endless salvation and who is the great ocean ofboundless mercy.

By the Grace of your feet. l have been living happily with my wife and child and folowers at
Kanthamal village up to the 3rd Sukla of Sravana ofthe current Paridhavi (19th July 1852). A letter
was sent by the chief agent ofyour sannadhi. In that letter. it was written that your noble personage
felt a little sick and that a physician should be sent. l am sorry for it. No persons Ramanuja and
Lakshmana have been sent to give medicine to you. Please take medicine from them. keep good diet
and youwill be all right in seven days. lptay that you will giveme joy, who am your chief disciple by
directing a letter to be written to me immediatelyregarding the present stateofyourhealth. Why write
more. The servant of the worshipper ofLakshmi Narasimha.

The seal and signature of Rameswara Ramanuja Dasa.

Letter No.8
Maha Raja ofGadwal‘s letter - December IBM

Letter addressed to Srivan Satakopa Sri Ranganatha Yatindra Maha Dcsikan. the then head
priest ofAhobilam Muttam (Head Priest XXVl) by His Highness theMaharaja ofGadwal, December
ISM.

Raja Rama Bhoopla Rayadu your most obedient and humble servant offers his adorations. My-
selfand all my retinue are doing well here up to 4th MargasiraSudhaofthis year. You must be pleased
to favourme from time to timewith sacred letter lettingme know to good progress in the daily feeding
ofBrahminsand advance made in the cultivation and inculcationof sacred Vedas and Hidnu Theology
and philosophy at your sacred quarters. The sacred letter which your divine pleasure has been pleased
to send in the month of Sravana Suddha through A. Raghavacharlu and Venkata Dikshithilu was
received with all honours and due dignity on the auspicious day of I 0th Karthika Bahula.

I placed it on my head and thereby l was absolved from all sins. l was directed to send camels.
peons, and palanquin bearers to enable your divine grace to travel to the Northern countries to dispel
all gloomy darknessof ignoranceand spread lustre by the glorious rays ofyour divine learningand thus
achieve universal triumph. A little delay was caused in procuring a pass-port from the town of riches
(Hyderabad) and it is herewith sent as per your directions. Be pleased to place your sacred feet in this
part ofthe country and absorb all your servants fromsin. All the remaining circumstances would have
beenbrought to yourdivine knowledgeby the lettersaddressedto yourdivine graceby Ramanujacharlu,
the Murtum agent at this place. Thus I tender my endless adorations to your sacred feet.

Royal seal of the Raja ofGadwal.

(Courtesy:Herry oftlle AhabllaMull - An Outlineby SN. Venkataa (yer)
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CHAl'l'llR-S ARCHITECTURE

l. A Description Of The Temple Complex

The Ugra-Narasimha temple at the Upper Ahobilam and the Prahladavarada Narasimha temple
at the Lower Ahobilam are the most important and magnificent structures in the whole ofAhobilam'.

A. (lyre-Narasimhatemple at Upper Ahobllanr

The Upper Ahobilam temple is situated at a distance of8 kms from the Lower Ahobilam temple.
The road leading to Upper Ahobilam winds its way through the reserve forests and the Forest Depart-
ment has laid an excellent roadz upto the temple. The mountains on both the sides tower up straight

high into the sky and between them stretches the narrow valley with luxuriant verdure oftrees. Along
one edge of this valley, like a glossy serpent carelessly creeping on, glides the sacred Bhavanasr'm'
with its holy crystal water hissing against the boulders. As we pass along this valley, a modest gate-

way welcomes us. Entering it, we find ourselves in an enclosure with mandapas all around. Probably,
this might have housed the Ahobilmmath once. Further proceeding on keeping to the mountain side,

we meet the Sannidhr'konem . From the Koneru as we proceed still further, we find a group of
scattered Mandapas and Bar'ravagundam. Entering the main gate (Rajagopuram), we come to the
main complettofthe Ugra Narasimha temple.

8. General Layout of the temple

The temple proper is rectangular in plan (measuring 201' x 101'.9")and faces east, but whereas
the Garblmgrr'ha faces north, because of the orientation and situation of the natural cave. In general,
it consists of a main control unit with a garbhagn'ha (in this case a natural cave), on its either side
studded with small shrines, and preceded by a mahamandapa and a pillared mukhamandapa, all

axially aligned east-west, except garbhagriha. In the same axial line, abutting the mukhamandapa is

a dhvajasranrblra (21'10‘) with a balipr'tlta(6‘7") in its front. This unit is located in a large open area,
with cloistered mandapas on all the sides, and the eastern gateway leads to the Malola and Jwala

shrines.

C. The Main Unit

l. Garbhagrlha

This Tom the original cave of the temple. This is a natural cave, with no definite shape, the
WesternWall of the cave is the continuation of the mountain Gamdadrr', measuring 9'7" x 16' x 5'9"

78



















4. TABLE OF CERONOLOGY

A. UmMila- Temple

l. TheGubhngriha (main cave)
Ind the adjacent cave

2. Chenchulnkshnfi shrine,Sudnrshana
" Shrineand malnmnndnpa

B. Lower Ahohlhm Temple
1. Garbhngrihl.udhnmndapa,

Mahamandapa.annlnyam,
Jiynr‘s Shrineand minunit
of theKalym mandapam

2. ngamnndapa and the mandnpa
in frontof the Toys! Shrine

C 2nd-3n'l Cenl.A.D.

C 11th- 1 21h Cenl.A.D.

Saluva Narnsimhn‘s time
(1485 - 1506 AD.)

C. 16th Cenl.A.D.







































Periyalvar and Madurkavi. Others are shown with a bun of hair. Tiruppanalvar could easily be
recognized by the cymbals he has in his hands. '

The Alvar images here successfully display the spirit ofcomplete surrender (prapam') to God in
their countenance and stance. These images may be of the Vijayanagara bronze tradition. '
2. Non-ConlecratedSculptures

The temples ofien served as places of offering religious instruction as much as they served as
places ofworship. Many of the temples ran educational institutions themselves offering higher in-
struction in various aspects of religious love and devotion to the students. These students belonged
mostly to the higher castes. But there was still a large section of the society like women folk and
people belonging to various professional and other castes whose curiosity for knowing about their
religion was also to be satisfied. This purpose was amply served by a number of depictions ofgods
and goddesses and themes fromthe puranas in various places in the temple. They served as illustrated
religious books in stone. In order to serve this purpose well, there have been a number of sculptured
pieces, somepurely comic, some evoking curiosity, and some simply decorative adding attraction and
beauty“.

In the Narasimha svami temple such a rich wealth of religious sculpture is to be seen carved in
relief on a number ofpillars set up in the mahamandapa and the different pillared corridors mnning
round inside the prakarawall.
3. Sculptureon plllars and walls

A. Upper Ahabllanr

l. The Mahamaudapaand plllared corridor
A rich fare of sculptured representations of divine figures individuated and functioning in the

different contexts of the epic literature is intermixed with or highlighted by secular motifs ofdancing
girls, flute-playing shepherds, squatting monkeys in Ajalihasta pose, fabulous figures of swan and a
woman seated on fish. it is interesting enough to notice paralellisms in respects ofattitude, aim and
posture between the divine figures and secular persons. Scenes from the Ramayana representing
and dramatising major events in the story of the hero are engraved with meticulous details. They
include Lord Rama offering a ring as insignia to Hanuman commissioned with the task of searching
out Lord Rama‘s abducted wife; Lord Hanumanmeeting Sita under Asoka tree in the Asoka garden
ofRavana, Lord Hanuman in the ambassadorial role seated on a higher level than that of the enemy.
Ravana and such like incidents; Lord Krishna‘s figure taking handful ofbutter from a pot and Lord
Krishna playing in flute, the individual figures drawn from the story ofBhagavarha; Lord Narasimha
represented as pursuing his enemy Hiranyakasipu and tearing the abdomen of the enemy. They bring
to theminds ofthe onlookers certainmajor hallowed andpicturesque events in the livesofthe protago-
nists of the two epics concerned.

Lord Hayagriva, Lord Dakshina Murthy,Lord Venkatesvara,Brahma the creator. Lord Bhairava
and Lord Buddha have been individuatedand represented to inspire a senseofpiety in the mindsofthe
worshippers belonging to different shadesofHindu religious philosophy. They bring together figures
ofVaishnavamysticism and formsofmanifestationsofShiva. As usual, floral designs, animal figurs
and fabled creatures are rendered with artistic grace in their miniature forms. Another striking feature
of the artistic figures on the pillars is the sculptured representation of lions squatting and standing in
different sizes. These figures recur in more or less similar forms in the other mandapas of the Upper
Ahobilam. Yali type ofpillars preponderate.















































































LIST or THE TIRUNAKSATMSor ALVARS AND RAMANUJA cuARYA

No. NAMEOF TIRUNAKS TAML MONTH TELUGU ENGLISH
THE ALVAR ATRAM MONTH MONTH

1 PoygalAjyar Srevenam Tula Sankremana Kértflkem November

2 :fidaflav Dhaniste TulaSankaramana Khrfikam November
Mr

3 Pay Aly'er Salabhisam Tule Sankramena Kértfikam November

4. TlrumelfiSal Megha Makaramésam Pusyam January
Allvhr

5. Nammetvér Vis‘akha Vrsabhamésam vals'akham May

6. Madhura Kavi China Mesamésam Vals'akham May
AW

7. Igulaéaknara Punarvasu Kumbha Phhlgunam March
Ayer Sankrernene

B. Perléjyér Swafl Mlluna Jyeslhem June
Sankramene

9. Anqaueodé) Pubba Karketaka Srevanem August
Sankramana

10. Tondaradipp- Jyeslha Dhanus Mérgeslram December
o—QiKlybr Sankrarnana

1 1. '_|'Irupphr! Robin! Vruschlke Kénflkem November
Awar Sankramena

12. Tlrumangel Krtfika Vrschlka Kim'lkam November
Alyflr Sankrama

13. Rarnanuje Ardre Mésemésam Velsikhnm May
Chhrya
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mama-s FUNC'I'IONARIFSANDMANAGEMENI'

I. General Remarks

An institution like the Narasimhasvamitemple at Ahobilam,which enjoyed a lot ofresources due
to donations of land, money etc.. made from time to time and in which elaborate rituals and festivals

are to be conducted, required a good system of management and a number of persons meant for

conducting different services in the temple. This aspect of study would provide useful information
about one ofthe important social institutions that played a significant role in ancient society.

it is not very easy to build up a consistent history of this aspect relating to the Narasimhasvami

temple due to the non- availability ofdata pertaining to the situation as it obtained from time to time.

We have. of course. a few inscriptions which throw some light on this aspect. But most of these

belong to a short span of about two hundred years in the Vijayanagara period. There are very few

inscriptions for the period preceding and the inscriptions of the later period are just short donstary
records. However, there are a few temple records useful for the purpose of the study.

2. The Functlonarlesof the Temple

With regard to the temple firnctionaries the epigraphs do provide some infomtation, though not

comprehensive. But the temple record preserved with the Manager throws much light on this aspect
in particular. This temple record prepared by the Government officials and the temple authorities, the

most recent document of 1980,gives a comprehmsive list of the functionaries engaged in the service
of the temple. Before proceeding further, two points, as known from customs here, deserve to be

noted:

I. The post ofsome of the functionaries are held on ahereditary basis. Eventhough, this is not a
matter of right in recent years, preference is given, by mnvention, to the members of the family to
which the functionary concerned belongs.

2. Another feature pertains to the conditions of the tenure and the remuneration paid to the

functionaries. Till recently. the employees were paid in the form ofPrasada (Portion ofcooked food
and other items offered to the God) and endowment of lands. But he was only a mortgagee and not
the ownerofthe land. The functionarywas allowedto cultivate the land and enjoy itsproceeds as long

as he was engaged as the employee of the temple. In modern times, the functionaries are paid in the
form of cash'.
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3. That the proposal to appoint a disciple of the matha selected and accepted a manager
capable ofsupervising the religious tradition ofthe templeand obeying all lawful orders of the heredi-
tary trustee, and

4. The board shall frame rules for the proper administration of the temple.

3. Adulnlamldon
The trustee board‘ had fi-amed rules for the proper administration of the temple.
According to the rules. tlte ntanager will draw half ofhis salary and DA. from the funds of the

temple and that the other halfbe remitted to the manager from the funds of Sn' Ahobila maths within
the first seven days of a month.

According to the records. Sri Adivan Satagopa Yatindra Mahadesika was the first hereditary
trustee, 600 years ago and the 44th Jiyar of the math is the present hereditary trustee from 1957.who
resides at Srirangam.

Sri Lakshminarayana is the manager appointed by the hereditary trustee with etl‘ect from 21-5-
l96].

The record, further states that the Manager appointed should look utter the properties of the
temple. and also gives a list of lands andjewelleries.

C. Properties

As per an old approved property register” the following lands are possessed by the temple.

Sl.No Lands Wet Dry

Acs.Cts. Acs. Cts.

a) Lands taken over by Government 3.7l 5593.46
Under Estate Abolition Act 1948 situated at
Gundala andObulapuramVillages

b) Forest land given to temple — IO! .00

c) Lands in possession and enjoyment of the 5.81 80.17

Servicedars of the temple.

d) Lands kept vacant 6.56 132.”

e) Lands covered by latte amoved order 9.26 72.04

I. Donation ofWooden Chariot by the Hereditarymm
The Hereditary Trustee of the Temple has donated a Wooden Chariort worth about Rs.70,000/-

from Sri Ahobila Math, Triplicane. to the temple. The said Chariot has been kept in the premises of
Ahobila Maths in theWM Street at Ahobilam. The Manager is requested to enter this chariot in
the property register of the temple.
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ltem Gajjanam (or) Varaha Ruklla
Rice '/2 [did 3%

Curd rice (V: mm) 2

Tlmvisa: (‘/z mmu) l

Greengmm V4

Curd (l tumu. l lcuncha) l

Ghee 2'/:

Milk (V: tumu) 2

Sugar ‘2‘:

Plantains (50) V:

Plantains (20) V:

Salt “8
Pepper V.

Dried ginger “8
Pickles Va

Caster oil ('/: measure) 1

Appa palli (V: tumu) 2

Ghee 3

Jaggery l

1000Nuts 2'/:

300 Betel leaves I

Sandal paste l

Green gram pulses 1

Jaggery for syrup '/z

Cook l'/:
Fire wood 1%

Waterman l

Carpenter l

Basket maker 1

Piper 3

Kshetmvasum'kl' l

Kanih '/4

Cobbler l'/-

Miscellaneous '19,

Anaga 'A



One-fourth of theprasadams is distributed to the donors, V. is allocated for sale. 2 parts for free
distribution. Accordingly out ofthe 71 appas. 18 appu- go to the donor. 18 are offered for sale and 35
are distributed freely. Similarly out of the 71 vadas, I8 are distributed to the donor, 19 are sold. 34
vadas are allotted for free distribution. This is how the distribution of the prasadam registered.

1586AD." inscription ofVenkatapatiraya 11 gives a listofvarious taxes collected from difi‘erent
villages and how this amount was spent on different items. It was setupon the 9th ofFebruary in the
year 1586 AD. The purpose of the record is to register the monetary gift of 80 varahas which a
certain chief called VenkatarajadevaChoda Maharaja was entitled to receive from difi‘eremvillages.

His income of varied amounts from various sources had been donated to god Ahobilcswmas
shown below. (Source of income called Kavali sun/mm from different villages.)

Village Varahas

Bommi Reddy Tank (5+5) 10

Alamuru (12+5) l7
Chinna Bodhanam 12 1/2

Narasapuram 1 1/2

Mutthalur lO

Jammuladinne 7

Vengalampalli 7

Padakandla l

Nagulavaram 7

Lingamdinne 7

Total 80 varahas

Expenditure ol‘ the 80 walrus

"em (p:l21711.1.)

Rice for Amrudn padi (2punk, 5 ram) 15

Ghee 3O

Expenditure on Vaishnavaa 6

Timnranjanam (Sacramental bathing) 6

Cook 6

Worshipofthe Lord 3

Sandal paste - maker 2

Gardener 7

Garland maker 5

w 80 varaha:
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Abhaya
Abhiahekam

Acharyas
Agamas

Agnhararn
Akaaavani
Altanda dipem
Alagia Singer
Alanlrara
Alvar

Angarangabhogas
Antarele

Amdhana
Argya
Asane
Avahana

Avatar

Bhogarn
Brahmotsavam

Chain-a

Charnara

Chandanam

Dasavataras
Dhanunnasotsavam
Dharma

Dhupam

theja Stambham

Dikpalalms

Dipotsavam
Dvara Pallkas
Ekadasi

Gadyana

Garbhagriha
Ganida
Giri

Gunm-
GramSeva
Kflifiw
Kalyanamdapam
K's-in
Kirtinmk-lra

GLOSSARY
A pom of Protection
Religious rite ofportingor apt-inking sacred water on the image of a deity.
Religious preachers
sacred texts related to the conduct ofworship
Village gifted away to Brahmina

A heavenly voice

Perpetul lamp
God Nanaimha(Alexia-beautiful)
Decoration. ornamentation
A Vaishnavite Saint
Procession and rituals with pomp
Ann-Chamber
Special Worship

Washing the hands

Offering of a seat
Localisation
Manifestation. incarnation
Food offering to the deity
Annual festival. Grand festival
The weapon ofLordVishnu. Disc
Fan made of silk fibres for fanning the celestial beings
Sandal Paste
Ten incantation:ofGod Vishnu
Month during which worship ofGod is celebrated early in the morning
The approved way of life
The wave ofincenaesmoke
Pillar in front of the temple
Guardian deitiea
Festival ofburning ofoil lampa
Sentinels on either side at the entranceon temple
Eleventh day, afier the full moon.
Gold eoin. money.
Sandal-wood paaate
Sanctum Sanctorum. inner uncturn
The Vehicle ofLord Vishnu. a divine eagle
Hill

Tower before a temple
A procession of the deity mungthe'village
A written document

Wedding hall

Gown
Lion's fine
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Koneru
Kshetram
Kurtcha
Mada
Mahatmayam
Mahotsavam
Makuta
Maltara Toranam
Malya
Mandapam
Maridaleevara
Manilca
Matha
Masotsavas
Mula Vig'aham
Mukha Mandapam
Nambi
Naivedyarn
Narasimha
Nirajana
Padma
Pakshotsavas
Panaltam
Pavalimpu Utsavam or
Par-rupuseva
Paruvertai
Praltara
Pradakshina
Praaadarn
Parivara Devatas
Puja
Pujari
Puranas
Pushpa
Pushkarani
Pushpamalalu
Putti
Rathotsavam
Sahaaranarna Puja
Sana-nokahana
Sankha
Sannidhi
Sarvamanya

Pond
A holy place
A measure uaed for liquid
A coin in the medieval timea
Pawn- or greatness
Great featival
A crown, cap
A type of festoon in a temple, mahn canophy
Decoration with garlands and flowers
A hall with art aide-walla. but with pillars and roofof stones
Head ofa small you}!
Liquid nteastn'e
Monastery, place of residence of religious mendicants
Monthly festivals
Presiding deity
Entrance hall, from hall
A Non-brahmin Vaishnava priest
Offering in kind made to the deity
Man-lion (Human body with lion's face)
Circumambulation ofa lamp
Lotus
Fortnightly festivals
Jaggery solution tastefully spiced
Sending the Lord to bed with sofi music etc.

'Paru' means run and ‘Veta' means hunt
Enclosure
Going round the deity or the temple. circumambulation
Eatnble distributed afierofiefing to the deity
Subsidiary deities
Worship
Priest
Hindu religious books
A flower
Sacred pond
Garlands offlowers
Grain measure (basket)
Temple car festival
Worship chanting the thousand names of the deity
Hallowing by cleansing
Conch
A shrine
Exclusive gift of land
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Sennbove
Shh
Soumymp-
Stlnlnhmnnm
Stlnnnpeti
Slunblmn
Sveylrnbhu
Tirtlum
Tirmnenjmm
Tirunlknhmrn
Tirunal
Tiruvidhi
'l‘ulnsimnla

'ltlrn
'l‘urnu

Um»
Utsavam

Utsnvo Vignhas
Vehamrn
Var-aha

Var-gins

Vemtsaves
Vuantotsnvem

Vast-e

\hljerm
Yljnopevim

“ID!

A bookof toopoul-
Villeae wriu/oocountmt
Couple! orquntnin in SInslu'it

Gnafulfurn
Himryof the place
Anammo-mofthe tunple
Pilh
Self—nunifat
Secred oranmtifiedweter
Holy hulking
NatalConstelluionsobnining I] the time ofbirth
Festivnl

likingpmlcenion mound the temple street
Garland ofbunches ofbasil-leaves
Measure of lend
Groinmanure
Awe-inspiring posture

Caumny
Proceuion images
Vehicle
Gold coin

Columns

Weekly festivals

Celebrationof I feetivel connected with sprinklngof colouredwnter in the
epnng season

Clothing
A while fly—whisk

Seared thread across the shoulder
Periodof time accordingtoHindu tradition
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